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Automated External Defibrillator
The Califon School Board of Education recognizes that the availability of an automated external defibrillator and the ability of school staff to operate such a device is a clear benefit for the students, staff and community members of the Califon Borough Community.

In the context of this policy, the term “Automated External Defibrillator” (AED) shall be used to describe a medical device that:

1.
Has received approval of its pre-market notification filed pursuant to 21 U.S.C.5.360 (K) from the U.S. Food and Drug Administrator;

2.
Is capable of recognizing the presence or absence of ventricular fibrillation or rapid ventricular tachycardia, and is capable of determining, without intervention by an operator, whether defibrillation should be performed; and

3.
Upon determining that defibrillation should be performed, automatically charges and request delivery of an electrical impulse to an individual’s heart.

An Automated External Defibrillator shall he maintained on the premises of the Califon School. The AED shall be placed in a conspicuous location and be available for community access after school hours. The AED will be housed in an unlocked case. The AED shall be maintained and tested in accordance with the operational guidelines of the manufacturer. The AED will remain on Califon School property and will not accompany EMS personnel to a hospital location.

The Chief School Administrator will form an Emergency Response Team of employees. This Emergency Response Team will be trained in the use of an Automated External Defibrillator, respond to medical emergencies on school premises, and use the AED. The Emergency Response Team will be comprised of the nurse, CSA, and staff that has been selected to serve based upon their location in the facility, ability to respond throughout the workday, physical ability to perform CPR and willingness to serve.

In the event of an emergency, the Emergency Response Team will follow the AED Protocol utilizing the AHA’s (American Heart Association) Chain of Survival:

•
Early Access— Call 911

•
Early CPR — Begin CPR

•
Early Defibrillation — Provide early defibrillation using the AED

•
Early Advanced Care — Assist EMS as needed

In accordance with P.L. Chapter 34 and under the direction of the school physician, a Califon Board of Education employee may use the AED under the following circumstances:

I.
The employee has successfully completed and holds a current certification from the American Red Cross, American Heart Association or other training program recognized by the Department of Health and Senior Services in cardio-pulmonary resuscitation and the use of a defibrillator. The list of such employees shall be attached to the AED and updated annually.

2.
When a suspected cardiac arrest victim has a lack of circulation as indicated by:

a.
Unconsciousness and

b.
Absence of normal breathing, and

c.
Absence of a pulse or signs of circulation

The use of an AED is contraindicated under the following circumstances when the victim is:

1.
conscious, or

2.
breathing, or

3.
has a detectable pulse or other signs of circulation.

Any person or entity who, in good faith, acquires or provides a defibrillator, renders emergency care or treatment by the use of a defibrillator or supervises such care or treatment, and has complied with the requirements of P.L. Chapter 34, shall be immune from civil liability for any personal injury as a result of such care or treatment, or as a result of any acts or omissions by the person or entity in providing, rendering, or supervising the emergency care of treatment. The immunity provided shall include the prescribing licensed physician and the persons or entity that provided the training in cardio-pulmonary resuscitation and use of the defibrillator.
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